








for interacting with and manipulating supernatural beings and powers. !°
Individuals especially skilled in these techniques are known as shamans,
and they use their powers for such purposes as effecting cures, foretelling
events, attracting game, and protecting themselves and their group from
the hostile actions of others. Of course this connection between rock art
and shamanism (which holds not just in North America but in other parts
of the world as well) was not generally known in the nineteenth century,
so commentators of that era may be excused for not being aware of it.
Nevertheless, it is somewhat surprising in the case of Schoolcraft. For
nineteen years he lived among the Ojibwa in the Great Lakes region,
during which time he learned their language, married the granddaughter
of a leading regional chief, was admitted to one medicine society, and
began initiation procedures into others.!! Be that as it may, features of
the Bellows Falls petroglyphs themselves suggest that they depict visions
seen by people with shamanistic abilities while in states of trance. To
identify these features, however, we must examine the various illustra-
tions of the rock art that have been published in order to determine which
are most accurate.

PAST AND PRESENT RECORDS OF THE PETROGLYPHS

Since they were first noticed by European Americans, the appearance
of the petroglyphs has changed considerably. For one thing, they have
been subjected to a great deal of wear from the action of river waters,
which frequently rise over them in the spring to give them a good scour-
ing. Further damage has been caused by human action, some probably
by blasting that was carried out to improve the river channel for passage
of logs.!? Around 1890 a wall to retain fill for a new branch rail line to
serve paper mills downstream was built just west of the carvings, some
of which were buried beneath boulder riprap placed against the wall’s
outer face.!? Qver the years cinders from mills have been dumped over
this wall, as has (until fairly recently) snow with a heavy content of grit
and salt picked up in plowing the streets of Bellows Falls. No doubt abra-
sion from these substances has contributed to deterioration of the art.
In his 1907 History of the Town of Rockingham, Lyman Hayes reported
th  1e figures were almost totally obliterated; Walter Crockett made
the sume observation in his 1921 history of Vermont. Nor could they be
found six years later by E. B. Delabarre, a scholar interested in the rock
art of southern New England. !4 In a well-meaning but misguided attempt
to rectify this situation, the local chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) in 1930 or 1931 commissioned a stonecutter to
recarve the petroglyphs.! No doubt this is why Dunn arrived at the mis-
taken conclusion that some of the petroglyphs were originally made with
metal tools.!¢ In 1961 much debris that had accumulated over them was













































