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Daniel P. Thompson (1795-1868) 

Manuscripts, ca. 1841-1866 
MSA 139 

 
Introduction 
 
 The Daniel P. Thompson papers were purchased in 1995 from Ximenes Books, 
New York, N.Y.  The collection occupies one box (.25 linear feet) and is accessioned as 
ms. acc. no. 95.2. 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
 Daniel Pierce Thompson was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, October 1, 
1795, the son of Daniel and Rebecca (Parker) Thompson.  When he was five years old 
the family moved to Berlin, Vermont.  In addition to Daniel, the Thompsons had three 
daughters, Fanny, Charlotte, and Rebecca.  Daniel helped with the family farm while 
pursuing his education locally, and acquired enough education to teach.  He then attended 
Randolph-Danville Academy in Danville, Vermont, in preparation for college.  He 
entered Middlebury College, ca. 1817, and graduated in 1820.  Upon graduation he spent 
several years in Virginia working as a tutor and studying law.  He was admitted to the bar 
in 1823 and returned to Montpelier, Vermont, to practice law.  Additionally he became 
active in local and state government serving as judge of probate for Washington County, 
1837-1842; clerk of the county court, 1844-1846; secretary of state for Vermont, 1853-
1855. 
 
 While involved in politics and law Thompson was also pursuing a career in 
writing which he probably began while a student at Middlebury College.  According to 
John E. Flitcroft’s The Novelist of Vermont: a Biographical and Critical Study of Daniel 
Pierce Thompson, Thompson probably had some of his writing published in local 
journals while attending college, but the first piece attributed to him was an article on 
Montpelier, published in 1824 by Zadock Thompson in his Gazetteer of Vermont.  
Although more closely associated with his legal rather than literary career, his next 
writing project was the compilation of The Laws of Vermont Including the Year 1834, 
published for the state in 1835.  The publication in 1835 of May Martin, or the Money 
Diggers, established Thompson as a popular fiction writer.  He continued to produce 
novels sporadically through 1864. 
 
 His writing was always secondary to his many other pursuits.  In 1838 he joined 
several others as a founder of the Vermont Historical Society and served as secretary to 
the Society on and off until his death.  As further evidence of his interest in history he 
was named official historian of Montpelier in 1859.  He was secretary of the state 
education society in 1846, and from 1849 to 1856 he edited the Green Mountain 
Freeman, a weekly anti-slavery publication.  He was also in demand as a lyceum speaker.   
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 In 1831 Thompson married Eunice Knight Robinson (1814-1894) and they had 
six children:  George Robinson, 1834-1871; Alma, b. 1837; William P., b. 1839; Frances, 
b. 1842; and Daniel Greenleaf, 1850-1897. 
 
 Daniel P. Thompson died June 6, 1868, and is buried in Green Mount Cemetery, 
Montpelier, Vermont. 
 
Scope and Content Note 
 
 This collection of Daniel P. Thompson papers includes manuscripts of several of 
Thompson’s publications as well as manuscript copies of some pieces that were never 
published.  There are twelve individual works represented, some are complete others are 
fragments with research notes or revisions.  In addition to the literary paper there is a 
mortgage deed (1862), and quit-claim deed (1866), from Thompson and his wife Eunice, 
for a house and lot on Barre Street in Montpelier, Vermont; and letters from [Isaac 
Parker?], n.d.; Zadock Thompson, September 19, 1845; and Jared Sparks, May 17, 1852.  
There is also a letter to Thompson’s son George R. from Calvin Pease, concerning a state 
geological survey, February 15, 1856; a letter to Thompson’s son Daniel G. from L. 
Thompson requesting biographical information  on the family, a letter from Daniel G. to 
Mr. Willard, giving publication dates of his father’s works for a biographical sketch 
Willard is writing.  A copy of that sketch is also included. 
 
Organization 
 
The papers are arranged in five series:   
I.  Literary manuscripts;  
II.  Daniel P. Thompson correspondence 
III.  Daniel P. Thompson deeds 
IV.  Thompson family correspondence 
V.  Miscellaneous 
 
Related Collections 
 
 Published works of Daniel P. Thompson in the Vermont Historical Society 
collection can be found in the card catalog under the author’s name and title.  Major 
works, with the dates of publication and the VHS call numbers are listed in appendix A 
of this guide.  Related manuscript collections at the VHS are listed in appendix B. 
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Inventory 
 
 I.  Literary Manuscripts 
 MSA 139:1 May Martin or the Money Diggers.  A Green Mountain Tale.  

Introduction apparently for new revised edition of 1848. 
 
 2 The Green Mountain Boys: a Historical Tale of the Early 

Settlement of Vermont.  Analysis or outline of the plot, 
dramatis personae, and division and plan of conducting the 
story for the introduction and twelve chapters of volume 
one, and two chapters of volume two. 

 
 3 “The Honest Lawyer.”  Plan of story with notes on twenty 

chapters, and description of characters, ca. 1867. 
 
 4 “The Trappers of Umbagog:  a tale.”  Notes for an unpublished 

story incuding “founding facts”; “facts disconnected with 
the tragedy but appertaining to the location”; and detailed 
map of region, on the Maine and New Hampshire border. 

 
 5 “ A historical romance.”  Outline of story set in southern Vermont, 

1775-1777, ca. 1841. 
 
 6 “The Castaway.”  Short story with manuscript revisions. 
 
 7 “The Canada Pin.”  “Skeleton of a tale,” about the settlement of 

Vermont. 
 
 8 “The Witch of Salem, or a tale of 1692.”  Plan of novel with notes 

on four parts, in twenty-six chapters, with revisions. 
 
 9 “The Peruvian or Misanthrope reclaimed.”  Plan and order of 

poem. 
 
 10 Untitled story.  Text for story written for publication in Putnam’s, 

November 1857 “but interrupted and ended by reason of 
the failure of the publisher of the that magazine.”   

 
 11 “The Hour of Waking.”  Manuscript poem from July 1853. 
 
 12 “The New England Emigrant’s Farewell.”  A copy, not in 

Thompson’s hand, of poem. 
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 II. Daniel P. Thompson correspondence 
 13 Thompson, Zadock.  ALS : Burlington, to Daniel P. Thompson, 

1845 September 19.  Mostly copying out an article in the 
Burlington Centinel, “respecting the Lost Children and 
Ethan Allen.” 

 
 14 [Perkins, Isaac?].  ALS : Coventry, to Daniel P. Thompson, 1858 

February 9.  Letter about hunting trips, as requested by 
Thompson for a book he is writing. 

 
 15 Sparks, Jared.  ALS : Cambridge, to Daniel P. Thompson, , 1852 

May 17.  Letter thanking Thompson for making him the 
dedicatee of The Rangers. 

 
 III.  Daniel P. Thompson deeds 
 16 Mortgage deed, 1862 November 11.  Daniel P.  and Eunice K. 

Thompson to Chauncey M. Rubles, for house and lot in 
Montpelier on the north side of Barre Street. 

  Quit-claim deed, 1866 November 7.  Daniel P. and Eunice K. 
Thompson to Serofina Thompson, wife of George K. 
Thompson, for house and lot on Barre Street in Montpelier, 
Vermont. 

 
 IV.  Thompson family correspondence 
 17 Pease, Calvin.  ALS : University of Vermont, to George R. 

Thompson, 1856 February 15.  Letter about geological 
survey. 

 
 18 Thompson, Daniel G.  ALS : New York City, to Mr. Willard, 1869 

December 28.  Letter with dates of publication of D. P. 
Thompson’s work, for biographical sketch Willard is 
writing. 

  Willard, Chas. W.  “Biographical Sketch of D. P. Thompson. 
  Thompson, L.  ALS : North Woburn, Massachusetts, to Daniel G. 

Thompson, 1886 August 12.  Requests verification and 
expansion of genealogical information. 

 
 V.  Miscellaneous 
 19 “Notes from Ward’s Freemasonry.”  [Ward, Henry Dana.  Free 

Masonry.  Its pretensions exposed in faithful extracts of its 
standard authors... New York, 1828.] 
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Appendix A 
 

Publication Dates for Works of Daniel P. Thompson 
 
 
 

The Adventures of Timothy Peacock, 1835.  *813/T372a 

May Martin, or the Money Diggers, 1835.  *S/813/T371m/1835 

The Green Mountain Boys, Montpelier, 1840, afterward stereotyped and published in Boston.   
*813/T372g/1840 

 
Locke Amsden, or the Schoolmaster, Boston, 1847.  (813/VT37L2) 

The Rangers, or the Tory’s Daughter, Boston, 1851.  (813/T371r/1851) 

Tales of the Green Mountains, including May Martin, Boston, 1852.  (*813/T371m/1852) 

Gaut Gurley, or the Trappers of Umbagog, Boston, 1857.  (813/VT37g) 

The Doomed Chief, or Two Hundred Years Ago, Philadelphia, 1860.  (813/VT37d) 

History of the Town of Montpelier, 1860.  (R/974.31/M769L) 

Centeola and Other Tales, New York, 1864.  (813/T37c) 
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